Colon: relationship between epithelial transport and motility.
Although our knowledge of colonic function is still incomplete, the available data support the concept that for most of the time colonic motor activity is adapted to promote absorption and bacterial metabolism. The possibility that this mode of activity may be enhanced and promoted by the products of fermentation is intriguing and needs to be established. Substances that irritate or stimulate the colon, such as unabsorbed fat, bile acids, bacterial enterotoxins and laxatives and excessive delivery of fluid from the small intestine, flush out colonic contents by causing secretion and colonic propulsion.